Most adults
show dark eye

Medium-short bill,
steep forehead and
Relatively dark mantle rounded head
lighter than heuglini P .
darker than michahellis,
and cachinnans

Black band on bill
characteristic in
winter

Caspian Gull - Larus cach/'n.nans, very large male
Ashdod 19/3/08

Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, adult winter, Ma’agan Michael 1/10/09

Head shapes

Armenian Gull Yellow-legged Gull
Steep

/ forehead, Moderate _
rounded head forehead

Sk dez 15,9105

: Massive
Relatively bill,
small big gonys
bill A

Caspian Gull

Heuglin’s Gull
Relatively steep

/ " forehead

Large bill,
prominent gonys Long straight
bill

Armenian Gull - Larus armenicus, Adult, Ma’agan Michael 13/9/10
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(p.411)

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL



LARGE GULLS
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SMALLER GULLS
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Sabine's Gull



Caspian or
Armenian or
Heuglin’s
Gull?!11

Birdwatchers




Basic gull topography

Orbital ring

Iris
Mirrors
Gonys Moon

Advanced topography information in the following links : Gull topography 1, Gull topography 2
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Casplan Gull P10 All — most white
Very small amount of black / PO - mcatly whiffe
on wingtip (smallest of all /,
rLule) < Black on P10 - P6

very little /missing black on
P5

Armenian Gull

White mirror on P10 — Black reaches P5,and

Alciofblack ———— sometimes P4 and even P3
sl (10% of the population)
on wing tip 4

.
Heuglin's Gull

» . Large moons at P5-P7
White mirrors on P10 and P9 == /

Medium amount of black \ Black on P10 - P5
on wing tip

Important keys




Head shapes

Armenian Gull o) Sl

Steep
forehead,
rounded head

e 9 SO P8 90 Dol

Relatively
small
bill

Heuglin’s Gull Gl Caspian Gull

Relatively steep

Large bill,
prominent gonys Long straight
bill
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Comparison of breeding range to moult timing in large gulls

Moult
start
/heuglini
// fuscus
smithsonianus graellsii /
/
.. / intermedius
S e :
6 taimyrensis,
g ol Sl U7 .
& ¥ o f / barabensis
fuscus _
Y X’ ) /
AR 3¢ mongolicus —
at!a:t:s J - . ”m, / cachinnans
... / o l &
N
S barabensis * ;
o = armenicusw 0 26
P \ |
\;\(A “ ~4 ‘ 5 $27> 26
{\-]:. | cachinnans >
michahellis - —~- - michahellis ]
Rj armenicus
= o) 26 ‘
' - . North-
Reproduced with permission of the authors from: Liebers, D., de Knijff, P. and Helbig, A.J. (2004). easterly

The herring gull complex is not a ring species. Proc. R. Soc. Lond 271: 893-901.



Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus

Main ID features at rest Main ID features of adult in flight

Bill — rather short, shorter than fuscus

= Wing — adults show dark grey upperparts,
Gonys — medium size, but might look confusingly
large at short range, and in juvenile males.
Legs — from pink in 1st winter to yellow in adult mirrors on P10 only, nevertheless about

black on primaries usually to P5 and

i e ] 20% of the individuals may show black up
Eye — dark in most individuals, up to 10% will

show to P4 and 10% will even show some black

pale eye to some extend, but all pale eyed on P3.

individuals will have dark spots on the iris
= Same works for mirror on P9

Size —larger than fuscus, but size can vary from 1st - 2nd winter birds show very pale

very small females to very large males ] ] ]
upperwing, especially median coverts and

Head Color — head typically very inner primaries
rounded, closer to heuglini



Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, adult spring,







Most adults
show dark eye

Medium-short bill,

steep forehead and
Relatively dark mantle rounded head
lighter than heuglini
darker than michahellis, 2

and cachinnans

Black band on bill
characteristic in
winter

Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, adult winter




Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, adult




P10 — white mirror
* some birds will show

mirror on P9 as well Black on P10 — P5 or P4
* up to 10% will show
some black on P3 as
well

Caspian Gull P10 All - most white
Very small amount of black / P9 — mostly white
on wingtip (smallest of all l'
YL Gulls) < Black on P10 — P6

very little /missing black on
P5

Much black on
Armenian Gull

- metimes P4 and even P3
Allotof back ——— p g iy L
on wing to / s (10% of the population)
- 4

Heuglin’s Gull

,. Large moons at P5-P7
White mirrors on P10 and P9 = /

Medium amount of black / e Black on P10 - P5

on wing tip

Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, adult winter




Often dark markings around eye
and on ear coverts

Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, 1st summer birds




Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, 1st winter Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, 1st summer




Armenian Gull — Larus armenicus, advanced 2nd winter,
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Julian Rell © 2011

second cycle Ju“an RBell © 20l

Armenian
Gull

The bill may be already largely yellow at this age.



Armenian Gull: second to third year




Armenian Gull; first-winter,




Larus armenicus group, 13 August 2011, Maagan Michael, Israel. Picture: Amir Ben Dov.




juvenile




Juhan Bell © 201

third cycle
Armenian
Gull



Caspian Gull - Larus cachinnans

Main ID features at rest Main ID features of adult in flight

= Bill -long and very straight.
Yellow in winter changes to yellow-orange
in spring.

" Forehead rather flat. The small head and long bill
give an impression of a very long bill

=  @Gonys — extremely small and hardly noticeable
from distance.

= Legs —slender, pale yellow, longer and thicker legs
than fuscus

= Eye — Pale to darkish iris (often darkish in spring)
Size— quite big, slender gull, with long wings and
long, slender bill

= Mantle Color — The palest of all gulls,
unmistakable with its pale silver mantle.

" Wing — adult is easily identified in flight, very
pale grey upperwing, very little black on the
underwing, though black reaches P5.

" Dominant grey moons on primaries give the
impression of very little black on wingtip

=  White mirrors on P10 and P9, often totally
white-tipped



Long slender bill in comparison
to all adult gulls seen in Israel

Adult uniformly pale mantle,
wings and coverts (palest of all Israeli
large white-headed gulls)

4

Small gonys

Caspian Gull - Larus cachinnans
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Caspian Gull - Larus cachinnans, very large male




Much white, little black \

Caspian Gull - Larus cachinnans




Very easy to identify in flight

Very little black on wing tip ° :IIO |-(i- P9 wg:h white tip
e black on P10-P5

Caspian Gull - Larus cachinnans,




Adults have pink or
yellow legs

Caspian Gull - Larus cachinnans










a well-marked tail pattern
and an extensively white
underwing. The ‘window’ in
the inner primaries is paler
and more distinct







A lone Caspian Gull rests with a group of Herring Gulls on a landfill
site in Poland (17 Jan 2004). Can you see it? It is white-headed, dark-
eyed and is holding its bill distinctly downwards. Some fine ‘pencil’
streaks are visible on the lower rear neck. It is below-right of centre.



long white
tip to P10

tongues

second-generation
scapulars

first-generation orbital
scapulars " ring

length

i i

depthI

lower row of

: ventral
median coverts

bulge inner greater coverts




Caspian Gull, Latvia, 17 Aug 2008. This is an example of the more distinctive
plumage type seen in late summer, with some silvery-grey (probably third-
generation)







Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini

Main ID features at rest Main ID features of adult in flight
" Bill - strong and heavy = Wing — black on P10 to P4 (and even 3),
= Gonys - big and prominent large white mirror on P10 and sometimes
" Legs - long and thick small mirror on P9.
" Eye - paleiris = Large grey moons on P7 to P5, observed
" Size — can vary from very large gulls regularly in the field, unmentioned in
to very slim gentle females literature.

but most will look as large gulls
= Mantle color — very dark, perhaps the
darkest of all “pale gulls”,



Clear contrast between
black wingtip and rest
- of upperparts

" (no contrast in fuscus)

’-‘ ; -
o ..
’ Large mirror on P10,
4 ]

small mirror on P9

Black P10-P4 W
\\‘
.

/)i‘—‘—'—b
Large grey / White y

crescents on P7 - P5

Heuglin's Gull - Larus heuglini
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Faint fuscus - like ]

secondary pattern,
medium-dark secondaries

Large mirror on P10,
small mirror on P9

Heuglin's Gull - Larus heuglin,
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Usually large and bulky,
streaked hindneck and
nape in winter

Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini winter plumage




Compare with previous slide:
same date, 2 different

plumages / moult stage\

Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini, spring plumage




Some individuals may
show faint stripes on
hindneck also in January

Dark mantle
and wing coverts\;

—
£
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Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini,




P9 almost full size _

P10 half grown —_ R

-__-— —~—

P1-P8 all new

Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini, adult, end of primary moult
Ashdod 23/1/10




Extremely small females almost
same size as female fuscus'!

Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini, very small female,




Heuglin’s Gull — Larus heuglini 2nd winter, possibly male




Heuglin’s Gull - Larus heuglini 2nd CY




Heuglin's Gull

Larus heuglini
1st winter
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Heuglin's Gull — Larus heuglini 1s: winter




first cycle
Heuglin's
Gull

adult
Heuglin's Gull




an Bell @201
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Juhan RBell © 201

adult
Heuglin's Gull

These both show a small mirror on P9 and black to P4



adult
Heuglin's Gull



Lesser Black-backed Gull - Larus fuscus i ®
ntermedius

Main ID features at rest
Bill — as in fuscus
Gonys — as in fuscus

) Main ID features of adult in flight
Legs — as in fuscus

Eye — as in fuscus Wing — as in fuscus, but of course
Size — as in fuscus lighter

Mantle Color — variation between dark Upperwing shows contrast between
heuglini to armenicus. primaries (P10-P5) and rest of wing

It is important to mention that there are as intermedius is slightly darker than graellsii,

many as 6-8 black / grey levels within the but it shares the same moult strategy in
normal variation of this taxon, and

autumn
therefore it is difficult to positively ID

unringed birds according to mantle colors.
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nary spot

Jdark grey band
on (N‘.Q'(\]\\'.”L’\

\:/i'-‘:-"’ bright
- yellow
legs

black bill

back turns
dark grey

745

IMMATURE
(1ST YEAR)

long wingtips

| N .
'1 In summer, this is a remarkably handsome gull, immaculate in slate-
d bill. It has the same

basic pattern as other «white-headed” gulls, with black and white
hat strengthens them,

the feathers become
d to be a summer visitor to west

grey and pure white with vivid yellow legs an

:?;ﬂgﬂps.ﬂc.black areas have extra pigmentt
. e :ihe white spots are weak and disappear as
& and worn.The Lesser Black-backed Gull use
2 Tope, but has established large wintering popu
mains a strong migrant and can often be seen in
‘3““8 and autumn, high overhead, flying over land.
OICE Deep, throaty, wailing calls, various barks, yelps:
';Yl“:’s“" kyow-youw-yow, ga-gd-£a.
i TING Pile of grass on ground; 2 or 3 eges:
rood; May.
:?—DlNG Takes fish, worms, molluscs, and
ible refuse; feeds on seabirds In summer.
REMARK Subspecies L. f gracllsi (NW Europe) * P
via) is “naue er, whate~

+ LS fuscus (Scs ' r, black

He T LN

ADULT
(SUMMER)

(2ND YEAR)

Jations inlan

ey "// reakex
y [ Y I
yellow dilea
bill with
red spot

(tldly {}{‘.y
back

ADULT (WINTER)

FLIGHT: majestic, ghding, scanng, deeC
flight powerful with requiar beats

d. Nevertheless, it

SUBSPBCIBS

&

Lf intermedius
(Netherlands)

blackish
back —




Dark grey mantle,
Not coal black
like fuscus

Lesser Black-backed Gull ssp. (possibly inermedius)




P10 is little short (same length as P9)
Therefore it may well be Larus fuscus fuscus
and not intermedius <

Lesser Black-backed Gull - Larus fuscus ssp
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Heuglin's Gull, adult (left) and Caspian Gull, 3rd year (right)




Heuglin's Gull




Caspian Gull, First-winter




Heuglin's Gull, adult (right), Armenian Gull, adult (/eft)




Heuglin's Gull




Caspian Gull
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