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A Immature red-fronted serin (Serinus pusillus), Cheshmeshokhane, Qarjgah pro-
tected area, September 2014, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.
Red-fronted serin is one of the common birds in mountainous areas of northern and
northeastern Iran. You can see them frequently over the springs in Qarjgah area and
other mountainous areas of Kopet Dag, especially in dry season, in the early morning
or before the sunset. They will easily land on the place where you prepared for them,
especially on the local plants. Moreover, they will almost respond to the call in spring.
Serinus pusillus .Shutter speed 1/2000 s, f/8, ISO 500, canon Eos 1D mark IV, canon
600mmf/4 lens, shot at 6 m, using a camouflage net and a tripod
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A White winged grosbeak (Mycerobas carnipes), the down springs (with the GPS coordinates of 37°39’41” N and 58° 13’ 35” E)Gharchagheh protected area,
September 2010, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.

G. protected area is one of the best areas of Iran for photographing the special species of birds and mammals belonged in Kopet Dag region in north eastern Iran, in
which there are some great springs for photographing. To get to this region, you should drive from Quchan toward Bajgiran, a small border town. In Bajgiran, there is
a road to the west, keep driving alongside that road for about 11Km, you will get to Qarjah and Bardar villages, continuing village’s main road you will get to Qarjgah
protected area, which is a fascinating area with dense juniper forests adjacent to Sarany protected area. The down springs, which locate on the main dirt road, are
accessible by car. However, you need an off-road car to approach Cheshmeshokhane (with the GPS coordinates of 37°36'41” N and 58° 16’ 5” E). The best season for
photographing over the spring is in the middle of September when lots of birds like winged grosbeak, Red-fronted serin, Eurasian crimson-winged finch (Rhodopechys
sanguineus), eastern goldfinch, Alpine accentor, Black-throated Thrush (Turdus atrogularis), Mistle thrush (Turdus viscivorus), Song thrush (Turdus philomelos),etc.
come to the spring. You need a camouflage net and a tripod for photographing them. Mycerobas carnipes. Shutter speed 1/600 s, F/6.3, 1SO 500, Canon EOS 7D,
Canon 600mmf/4 lens, shot at 8m. using a camouflage net and a tripod.
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<< persian leopard with its prey Tandureh national park in the valley of Chehelmir Photo by Seyed Babak Musavi. There is a route between the valley Chehelmir
and Shekarab station, which was formerly the old Quchan road to Dragas. This route is one of the best areas of Iran to see the Leopard in Iran. If you have an early
morning or dusk, especially with a car, you will have a great chance to see the leopard. To reach the Chehelmir checkpoint, you must drive the Dargas road to Quchan
at 37 degrees, 28 minutes and eight seconds north and 59 degrees 3 minutes and 54 seconds east of the sidewalk towards the village of Tajeddin, and then You will
arrive to chelmir guard station at 37 degrees, 23 minutes and 59 seconds north, and 58 degrees 54 minutes and 5 seconds east. There are several rest place for the
guests of the park. To reach them, you need to coordinate with the Khorasan Razavi Environmental Protection Agency. Guests are separated by the Fence. You need
to get a license to enter it. The route between Chehelmyr and Shekarab is a harsh and mountainous route that needs a good two-wheeled car. Leopards are usually
found around the entire presence of the Wild goat . Wild goat and goat flocks on this path and search with a binocular camera around the flock of chances to see the
Leopard Chehelmare valley is about 30 km from the city of DerGaz. The best time to see the Panther is january and febrauary and the chance of finding a leopard
footprint is higher due to the snowfall on the ground.Panthera pardus saxicolo. canon 600 mlm f4 [ is mark2 plus canon 1.4 tlc mark3 with canon 1dx mark2 body
shutter speed 1/320 f 6.3 iso1600 The two photos taken from the inside of the car are photographed and spaced about 30 meters
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A Tandooreh national park, May 2012, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.Tandooreh national park, which is one the most important mountainous areas for protecting
special species of northeastern Iran, is the best place for photographing urial mouflons, persian leopard and special birds belong in northeastern Iran. Although this
national park is an almost small area (16000ha), there are several appropriate regions for photographing including the springs around Shekarab station, Babanistan
region and Chehel Mir valley from which around Shekarab station (with the GPS coordinates of 372 22" 43” N and 582 42’ 13" E) is the best one. To get to this spectacular
mountain, you ought to move from Quchan toward Dargaz, driving for 35km you get to Emam Qoli three-way junction where you should take the dirt road on the
right to Incheh and Agh Mazar villiges. On the road, before getting to Agh Mazar village, there is a dirt byroad which is the special dirt road of Shekarab station. The
distance between Agh Mazar village and ranger station is about 9km, while the distance between Emam Qoli three-way junction and ranger station is about 25km.
For photographing in this area you are expected to get permission from Khorasan’'s department of environment. Quchan is the best residence near the station. On
top of that there may be the possibility of overstay in the ranger station in case of getting permission from Khorasn’s department of environment. The best time for
photographing urial mouflons is from the middle September to the early October, when mouflons come to the troughs and come around Shekarab station to rest
every morning or at least every other day. The photos of urial mouflons have been taken around the ranger station. You can see the flocks of mouflons around the
station in the early morning, and photograph them by using a camouflage tent and a camouflage net. The distance between me and mouflons has ranged from 40m
to 70m. The two springs located near the station are the host of various kinds of finchs, thrushs, and Sylviidaes such as goldfinch, red-fronted serin, white-throated
thrush (Turdus assimilis), greenfinch (Chloris chloris), plain leaf warbler (Phylloscopus neglectus), common linnet (Linaria cannabina), rock bunting (Emberiza cia) and
red-headed bunting (Emberiza bruniceps), etc. In addition, the highest density of Persian leopards is distributed in this park which gives you a chance to see them
directly and photograph them. . This national park, especially in Chehel Mir valley, becomes the scene of wild goats’ fight in November, when you have more chance
to photograph them.
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A Urial mouflon, around Shekarab station, Tandooreh'national park, October 2011, photo by Seyed Babak Mousavi.Ovis orientalis vignei.Shutter speed 1/400 s, 6 i iy 5+ 55l £ (STl Fee 4y Ky ils G Ovis vignei arkali (Gowgn Sy s e WRe poco 0,905 ‘;A S %J S °L¢wb” bl byl zed A
f/6.3,1S0 640, canon Eos 7D, canon 600mmf/4 lens, using a camouflage tent and a camouflage net il 55 5 il jole S8 b IS F Gl jraila Se e 5
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A Eastern goldfinch, springs around Shekarab station, Tandooreh national park, October 2010, photo by Seyed
Babak Musavi. The Gharchagheh and Sarany protected areas springs are the best places to photograph
eastern goldfrinch. This photo has been taken through staying motionless and using a camouflage net and a
tripod. Although in some areas, like Tandooreh national park, which are completely safe, fear level in birds is
low, you need to cover yourself completely with a camouftage net.Carduelis caniceps.Shutter speed 1/1250
s, f/8,1S0 400, canon Eos 50D, canon 600mmf/4 lens, using a camouflage net and a tripod.
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» red-fronted serin (Serinus pusillus), Cheshmeshokhane Qarjqgah protected area, September 2014, photo

by Seyed Babak Musavi.Serinus pusillus.Shutter speed 1/2500 s, f/6.3, 1SO 500, canon Eos 1D Mark IV, canon
600mmf/4 lens, using a camouflage net and a tripod.



A Osalem toward to khalkhal in north of Iran photo by Morteza safataj zllae a5, jl uSe
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<4< Persian leopard,taken in January
photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.

2016 in tandureh national park
This photo taken in very early
morning in chehmir area Panthera
pardus saxicolor Canon 1dx mark2
lens canon 600 mlm f4 [ is mark2
plus 1.4 canon tlc mark3 shutter
speed 1.640 f 6.3 is03200 photo
taken from inside of the car around
60 mr destination.
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» Pallas’s cat (Otocolobus manul), areas around Tandooreh national park,
June 2013, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.

Tandooreh national park, especially Chehel Mir valley and areas around it, is
one of the best places for seeing this beautiful wild cat. There will be a low
possibility of photographing this cat with a direct sight, indeed it needs a
high chance. The best way to photograph little cats is to ask local people
and rangers to help you. The local information can give you a wide perception
about the animal, and in turn, the place that the animal can be seen.
Otocolobus manul

Shutter speed 1/1000 s, f/6.3, canon Eos 1D Mark IV, canon 600mmf/4 lens.
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A chukar Tandooreh, national park, May 2012, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.
The sound of this bird can be heard in most of mountainous areas of Iran
that are well-protected. They can be shot over the springs by the help of
broadcasting the calls of a male bird.Shutter speed 1/500 s, f/5.6, ISO 500,
canon Eos 7D, canon 600mmf/4 lens, shot at 16m, camouftaging and getting
close by car. Alectoris chukar.
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A Red-tailed shrike, (Lanius phoenicuroides), Tandooreh national park, May 2012,
photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.This bird that is one of the common birds belong in
mountainous areas of Iran is a skill hunter which can play an important role in pest
control. The best way to photograph them is hiding and approaching them by car, they
will let you get close to them after jumping several times and then being calm.Lanius
phoenicuroides .Shutter speed 1/200 s, f/5, ISO 400, canon Eos 7D, canon 600mmf/4
lens, shot at 7m, camouflaging and getting close by car.
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» Goitered gazelle (Gazella subgutturosa), Mouteh Wildlife Refuge,
Isfahan, November 2015, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.

Mouteh is one of the best places in Iran for photographing wildlife, since
a high population of Isfahan mouflons, wild goats (Capra aegagrus),
gazelles and wolves live in this unigue habitat. The good performance
of the rangers, experts and the manager of Mouteh wildlife refuge lead
to a reduction in mammals’ fear level, and in turn, an increase in the
possibility of photographing them. To get to Mouteh, you ought to move
from Isfahan to Meymeh, past Meymeh driving for 15km you get to
Golpayegan’'s tree-way junction where the first ranger station (with
the GPS coordinates of 33° 41’ 10" N and 50° 55’ 42" E) is located. In
Mouteh, the best place for photographing gazelles is a region with GPS
coordinates of 33° 36’ 29” N and 50° 39’ 53" E, where one of the most
important ranger stations is located. We have got close to gazalls slowly
by car and this photo has been taken there. Moving from this station
toward the mountain for about 10 km, you will see some large flocks of
wild sheep which will be fighting to collect more sheep in their flocks in
November (the GPS coordinates of 33239 8” N and 50° 40’ 5" E). We
could get to an appropriate distance from mouflon flocks by stalking
and lots of efforts in November. To stalk, you ought to move slowly in the
opposite direction of wind, and get close to them by the help of natural
effects in a way that mouflon flocks do not notice you; that will be easier
in their mating season. In November 2015, there was a heavy snowfall
which gave us the opportunity to take different photos of gazelles as well
as other species.Gazella subgutturosa.Shutter speed 1/1250 s, /6.3,
ISO 800, canon Eos 7D Mark Il,, canon 600mmf/4 lens, canon 1.4 tele
converter, shot at 60m, camouflaging and getting close by car




A beatiful view of Damavand mountain photo by Alireza Rastegar Kiw, Lo, le 5l (uSe aigles , 5,1 068
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Isfahan mouflons, Mouteh Wildlife Refuge, Isfahan, November 2015, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.These beautiful mouflons have not found their flocks yet,
when we have succeeded in getting to an appropriate distance from them by stalking, after several attempts. Ovis gmelini isfahanica.Shutter speed 1/2600 s, /6.3,

ISO 500, canon Eos 7D Mark II,, canon 600mmf/4 lens, canon 1.4 tele converter
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A a scenery of Kopet Dag highlands in north eastern Iran, Babanistan region,

Tandooreh national park, February 2004, photo by Seyed Babak Musavi.

I have been trying to photograph an urial sheep (Ovis orientalis arkal) flock in the snow

and breathtaking sceneries of northern Iran by the help of friendly rangers of Babanistan

station, for several days. As a result, this photo has been taken by stalking.Ovis orientalis

arkal.Shutter speed 1/1600 s, /8, canon Eos 300D, Sigma 50-500mm f/5-6.3 lens,

shot on the hand.
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» Goor goor Waterfal near to Meshkinshahr city in North west of Iran photo by

Morteza safataj



